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AT THE OREGON POLST REGISTRY (OPR)—THE LARGEST, FULLY-FUNDED POLST REGISTRY IN THE 

UNITED STATES— We have a mission of transparency and information sharing so that officials and 

advocates who want to raise a registry of end-of-life medical orders can leverage our decade of 

learning. OPR recently initiated an undertaking with our third-party technology collaborator to 

reimagine POLST Registry process improvement, technical innovation, and the impact of 

healthcare advances on evolving needs of our community.   OPR is motivated to adapt in light of 

such change, ensuring that emergency responders and clinicians can access POLST forms when 

and where they are needed—fostering trust that they accurately reflect the patient’s wishes.  

 

In 2009, OPR launched as a pilot project to inform Fire & EMS about POLST orders during a 

crisis, when the paper form could not be found.  By 2012, its systems and workflows were refined 

to become a well-established registry database, and a model system for other states that are 

developing POLST resources. 1   While incrementally improving OPR’s in-house platform over ten 

years, technology surpassed OPR’s in-house system.  Therefore, in 2019, we sought to rebuild 

the Registry as an efficient data entry system that interfaces with healthcare and Fire & EMS 

electronic charting systems—ultimately providing prehospital awareness of the patient’s wishes.  

 

It is now two years since the new platform’s launch in October 2020.  OPR has expanded our 

accessibility for healthcare providers with the first-ever OPR Provider Portal and EMS phone app.  

We will continue innovating on behalf of the patients, families, and clinical communities we serve. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Abby Dotson, PhD 

Director 

Oregon POLST Registry 

3181 SW Sam Jackson Park Rd. | BTE234 | Portland, OR 97239 

Phone: 503-418-4083 | Toll free: 877-367-7657 | Fax: 503-418-2161 

Website: www.orpolstregistry.org | E-mail: polstreg@ohsu.edu 

https://orpolstregistry.files.wordpress.com/2020/09/pathways-to-polst-registry-development_final.pdf

